Sociological Research Paper
Research your assigned athlete or coach and write a sociological biography about that person. The individual was influenced by cultural, economic, social, historical and psychological constructs and vice versa. Thus, your paper should convey a solid sociological argument, demonstrating a balance between individual agency and structural constraints. Rather than writing a simple list of facts, utilize the data to identify emerging social themes, demonstrate societal trends or describe cultural attitudes, customs and beliefs. The Woods text will be a valuable resource. 
Layout: 4 pages, 1” margins, size 12 font, SINGLE spaced, header – title, your name, course, date. Include the following content (in your own narrative arrangement): 
·  Introductory paragraph highlighting key concepts of your paper 
·  Synopsis: Inform your reader of who the person is. 
o Personal and professional details across the lifespan (birth, family, education, work, awards, retirement, etc.) 
o Describe the historical, philosophical and social context. Provide information about people, events, institutions, symbols, etc. in the person’s life. 
Analysis: Examine the key sociocultural elements of the individual’s “story” (this constitutes the majority of your paper) 
o Discuss the most substantial elements of the subculture (structure, institutions, behavior, etc.) that influenced the individual. 
o Consider entertainment, politics, business, science and technology and philanthropy, etc. o What social constructs were most influential in shaping the way this person lived and 
influenced his or her time in history?
o Explain the influence and significance the individual had on his or her subculture and society 
at large.
o Consider entertainment, politics, business, science and technology and philanthropy, etc. o In what ways was the life remarkable, despicable or admirable in the given time period 
and social context? How did this influence society today? 
·  Closing paragraph summarizing your paper 
·  APA citations. Minimum of five (5) legitimate sources. One of the five should be your Woods text. Use of Wikipedia is NOT permitted. Professional associations/journals to consider: www.issa.otago.ac.nz/ andwww.nasss.org/ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTE: Please write in the third person, which is the traditional form for academic writing. Eliminate first person words such as “I” and “we”. Here are some tips http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/first-second-and-third-person?page=all 
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